Wind of Opportunity 6 – Steadfast Faith

January 28~29, 2011

I. WELCOME, 15 mins.

Plan one to two icebreakers for the purpose of mixing around and getting group participation or getting acquainted.

II. WORSHIP, 20 mins.

Prayerfully choose a few songs to lead people into God’s presence. During this time, cell leaders will encourage cell members to listen to the Holy Spirit and release the words of strengthening, encouragement, and comfort they have received for the cell group, the church and nations. Upon each word shared, the cell leader will lead members by thanking and praising God for His promise and/or praying aloud together for the needs, etc. 

III. WORKS, 20 mins.

During this time, the cell will break into groups of 3 to pray for the followings: (1) the mission organization or daughter church adopted by the cell (2) the church ministry needs as printed on Sunday bulletin (3) individual’s needs, new comers, the sick, and blessings for one another.

IV. WORD, 35 mins.

Use the format of sharing & discussion to apply God’s word in our daily lives.

	Scriptures: Acts 5:17~5:427 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)

Memory Verse: The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. (Acts 5:41~42 NIV 2010)


Reflection on the Words  

I. Boldly preaching about Jesus, Acts 5:12~16:  The apostles ignored the warnings from the authorities and chose to obey and follow God by openly preaching about Jesus and healing people in His name.  Many were saved and all of those seeking for healing were healed.  The rapid growth of the Church caused the enemy to panic.  Once again forces of opposition were raised to apprehend and jail the apostles.  That night, an angel of the Lord opened the door of the jail to let the apostles out.  He also told them to stand in the temple and preach about this new life to the people in detail.  The apostles obeyed the will of God and preached about Jesus while standing in the temple.  Once again they preached the resurrection of Jesus in front of those opposing them.  They were able to do this because:

1. Obedience to God:  Personal safety was not a concern for them as they held fast in obedience to God.

2. Action matched with faith:  At one time they prayed to be able to preach boldly (Acts 4:29b).  After the angel of the Lord opened the door of jail for them and ordered to preach in the temple, they trusted in the Lord and preached boldly in the temple.

3. They persevered in their post.  Testifying for Jesus was the calling that God had for them.  Their duty was to carry it out.

4. They had the fire of evangelization burning inside of them.

Discussion 1:  Which testimonies of the apostles do you admire?  How can they have such great testimonies?  What aspects do you wish to follow them?

II. Victory over the forces of opposition once again, Acts 5:17~39: 

1. Mired in danger:  When once again in front of those opposing them, the apostles took the opportunity to testify once again the resurrection of Jesus, the kingship of Jesus, and how He wants to give salvation to the Israelites.  For those who oppose the apostles, these actions were like accusations against their sins and angered them again.  They wanted to kill the apostles but the apostles were able to overcome the forces of opposition and turn a crisis into an opportunity.  This was because:

A.  The wonderful works and protection of God, Acts 5:17~39:  Amazingly God raised Gamaliel, a Pharisee honored by all the people, to dissuade by using Theudas and Judas the Galilean as examples to expound the will of God.  The followers of Theudas dispersed after Theudas was killed.  The followers of Judas the Galilean scattered after the death of Judas.  After the death of Jesus Christ however, His followers increased.  If the acts of the apostles were not from God, eventually the people following God will be dispersed like those that followed Theudas and Judas the Galilean.  If the acts were from God, then the apostles should not be killed or they would be fighting against God.

Discussion 2:  How did Peter and the apostles faced the attacks from the enemy?  When you are attacked due to Jesus, how would you overcome?

Discussion 3:  How did Gamaliel persuaded the people to let go of the apostles?  Do you agree with his view?  Why?

III. Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, Acts 5:40~42:

1. Persecuted for the Lord with Joy:  The Sanhedrin and the Sadducees decided against killing the apostles after Gamaliel’s dissuasion.  They chose to flog the apostles instead and once again ordered them the apostles not to preach in the name of Jesus.  The apostles rejoiced for the severe whipping they received for sharing the Gospel however because blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of the righteousness (Matthews 5:10).

2. Faith in the Lord to continue to preach about Jesus:  Their passion to testify for Jesus was not diminished in any way as they continued to share the Gospel in the temple.

Discussion 4:  What were the moods of the apostles after they were released?  Why did they feel this way?  Have you ever been humiliated for the Name of the Lord?  What was your attitude then?  How did you feel afterwards?

Our Response

Give Thanks to our Lord!  The Steadfast Faith of the Apostle is our role model.  Let us follow their example and boldly preach about Jesus and share the Gospel with people so that our families, friends, and coworkers have the opportunity to turn to the Lord after hearing the Gospel.  May the Lord also protects us so that when we are persecuted or humiliated for the Lord, we will be able to stand firm and be joyful for those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness are blessed.

