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This letter that addresses a congregation challenged by a form of syncretism has significant
contemporary application in a society in which the “virtues” of pluralism and tolerance are
exalted as most important. Instead of simply pointing out the errors of the various practices and
beliefs promoted by the false teachers, Paul begins and ends with an intense focus on Christ as
the foundation of the believers’ existence. As a result, one finds powerful theoretical and
practical outworkings of a robust Christology.
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Paul also focuses on ways believers can live out their faith in Christ. He reminds:

— Dbelievers who worship Christ, who is the Lord of the cosmos, is to live a life that is
consistent with our confession (3:15-17) r% B Fo % H %’ mE—%

— believers that Christians ethics consist of a call to abandon a life of idolatry and to participate
in the building up of the community of God’s people (3:12-14) [ T F1EF4E

— Dbelievers that submission to the lordship of Christ carries within itself a demand to consider
oneself a slave of Christ (3:15-4:1) =48 & i E 7]‘% H X #4 |

— believers that the final consummation of God’s act in Christ that is yet to come (3:1-4)

M2 A9 30K

— believers are called to witness to people beyond their community [ & HEAEAE F |

Perhaps nowhere else in Paul does one find such an integration of worship, ethics, soteriology,
eschatology, and missions that is built on the work and status of Christ.
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