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Bruce Waltke

A psalm of David.
23:1 I AM is my shepherd,
I do not want.
23:2 In green pastures he allows me to rest;
by choice watering places he leads me.
23:3 My vitality he restores;
he leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.

23:4 Bven though I walk in a dark ravine,
I do not fear evil, for you are with me;
Your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

23:5 You prepare before me a table in the presence of my enemies;
You anoint with oil my head; my cup overflows.

23:6 Surely goodness and kindness will pursue me all the days of my life,
and I will return to dwell in the house of I AM
for endless days.
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— Stoebe (TLOT) explains: that comfort, if necessary and possible, includes real

assistance. . . . This concrete assistance probably also provides the background for

understanding Psalm 23:4
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®  Goodness and kindness (hesed )
Waltke explains that hesed essentially means “help to the needy” and has no precise
English equivalent. It refers to a situation where a needy partner depends on another
for deliverance, and the deliverer does so freely out of all his fine spiritual and
sensitive instincts (i.e. kindness, mercy, love, and loyalty).
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