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and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to
all the fullness of God.
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Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,

according to the power that works within us
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At the heart of this plan is Jesus Christ and how he has created a new people for God by bringing

Jew and Gentile together into a unified body — a people with direct and equal access to the Father.

The church stands at the center of this plan:

His planned the church before he made the heavens and the earth.

He abrogated the old covenant to inaugurate a new era in which the church functions
as the new temple.

He sent Jesus to give his life so that the problem of sin could be dealt with and thus
Jews and Gentiles could be reconciled to himself on an equal basis.

He revealed his plan for the church to the apostles and the prophets, whom he
commissioned to build this living structure.

The church now stands as a witness against the hostile schemes of the fallen powers

who actively oppose God.
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