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The use of “hour” invokes the eschatological concept of the final stage of God’s 
dealings with the world, a stage inaugurated with the death of Jesus, extending 
through a periods of the world’s hostility toward followers of Jesus, and to be 
consummated on the day of resurrection and judgement at the end of history as we 
know it.  (Jobes)
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John’s original readers (as many readers today) may have been expecting a larger-than-
life evil person to arise, the kind of heretical teaching going around was actually an evil 
of similar proportion that could also effectively destroy the church. … Whatever these 
statements might specifically mean, the antichrists are those who have and teach a 
distorted understanding of Jesus Christ, and so with this passage John raises the 
important topic of Christology.  (Jobes)
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