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... the suggestion that we need the Puritans ... may prompt some lifting of eyebrows.

... The answer, in one word, is maturity. Maturity is a compound of wisdom, goodwill,
resilience, and creativity. (p.22)

The Puritans lost, more or less, every public battle that they fought. Those whose stayed
in England did not change the Church of England as they hoped to do, nor did they
revive more than a minority of its adherents, and eventually they were driven out of
Anglicanism by calculated pressure on their consciences. Those who crossed the Atlantic
failed to establish new Jerusalem in New England; for the first fifty years their little
colonies barely survived. ... But the moral and spiritual victories that the Puritans won
by keeping sweet, peaceful, patient, obedient, and hopeful under sustained and seemingly
intolerable pressures and frustrations give them a place of high honor ... (p.23)
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