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What impressed them all was Arndt’s resolute turning away from doctrinal polemic
towards improvement of life. Ardnt’s own generation had lost touch with the hard-
won insights of the first generation of Reformers, and was finding that the
apparently water-tight guarantees of the Formula of Concord did not fill the void.
That Ardnt and others who wrote in similar strain at the time had uncovered a huge
vein of people whose problem was not that of apprehending Christianity, but of
appropriating it — of as Spener wrote later, ‘grasping it in the heart’ — was made clear
by his publishing history. Moreover, to a Protestant public for whom sufficient
devotional literature had never been provided, Arndt reopened the door to the
mystical literature of the past. (Early Evangelicalsim by W.R. Ward, pp.8-9)
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No order of society escaped Spener’s lash. Princes were not the nursing mothers of
the church, they were Caesaropapists who used the church for their own purposes.
The clergy lacked a living faith, the root of their disorder being their training in
scholastic rather than biblical theology... Various devices were suggested by which
lay people were to be encouraged to study the Bible, including sessions where the
Bible was read to those who were not able to read it for themselves. But the great
thing was to dissuade lay people from the delusion that simple attendance on the
preaching and sacraments of the church was what was required of them. They
needed to take a degree of responsibility for each other, to encourage, warn and
convert each other. (Early Evangelicalsim by W.R. Ward, p.37)

- August Hermann Francke ( N TG 1663—1727$ )
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> T’[’Z E]/] i é 7 %} . Having fallen to his knees in great affliction and doubt, he rose
‘with unspeakable joy and great certainty’, and could not sleep for his new-found
happiness. The change came in a trice, but it was to last lifelong; it led to a major

reconstruction of personality, and issued in an unexampled power of work. (Early
Evangelicalsim by W.R. Ward, pp.42-43)

— Count Nikolaus Ludwig von Zizendorf (/A 7G1700-17604F )
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