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After the Thirty Years’ War, any remaining enthusiasm for religious warfare had
evaporated. People had had enough. A yearning for peace led to a new emphasis
on toleration and growing impatience with religious disputes. The scene was set
for the Enlightenment insistence that religion was to be a matter of private belief,
rather than state policy. In both intellectual and political circles, religion came to
be viewed as a source of international and national conflict, as a burden rather
than a blessing. ... Yet one of the more significant outcomes of this realization,
an attempt to find common ground on which all could meet, inevitably led to an
emphasis on philosophy and those aspects of European culture that were not
overtly religious—in other words, its secular aspects.

(pp.143-144, Christianity’s Dangerous ldea by Alista McGrath)
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» That there is a God who made all things.
That he governs the world by his providence.

>

» That he ought to be worshipped by adoration, prayer, and thanksgiving, but that the
most acceptable service to God is doing good to man.

>

That the soul is immortal.
» And that God will certainly reward virtue and punish vice, either here or hereafter.
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“In the Revolution a sinister ancient religion which had been dormant suddenly re-
erupted with elemental violence. This revenant was the fanatical worship of
collective human power. The Terror was only the first of the mass crimes that have
been committed in this evil religion’s name.” (Arnold Toynbee)

“The older supernatural God had faded into the distance indeed, but it was not
Reason, mostly, that took His place. It was new terrestrial creeds with new
Revelations, and exponents who were often as arbitrary, as arrogant, and as fanatical
as the worst of the old persecuting priests and monks.” (Conor O’Brien)
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